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i “The Jusuce Department is

for

mmhganngprepoi'ts .that - Vice . President:. Walter

Mondale wrote a. personal letter récommending David~ been.able‘to. lay our-hands on:a. Mondale letter,” a

Barnett; the:alleged: former CIA-covert agent-turned-

Soviet.counterspy; for.a high-level job with the Senate

Select: Committee-on Intelligence:#: s o

- ;xThe.investigation'is being conducted on’ the basm

; of:reports received.by: the Justice Department from
| congrelsxonal SOUrCesy; il &1 51 p{.%.g‘.f::v“*

i awVice President :Mondale’s press secretary,-Albert

Elsele ‘described: the:reports’ as-“totally: untrue.;

O gg“’l’he vice president never met the man and has no

. recollection- of5having : written :a- lettendor him :to-
X

- anyone,” Eisele said: #A" search il shows
“record-of any_ such letter.” =2
%5 Justice -Department sourca‘»‘dlsclosed'that they

have repeatedly quizzed Intelhgence ‘Committee staf-

_fers about the purported Mondale letter, apparentlyf

written- in late 1978 or early 1977, but have not been
ab)e to confirm its existence. .- .-

paid him more than $100,000 for information on us
weaponry and covert CIA operations.™::x'v s
- tt has agreed to plead guilty or no contest to
the charoe hewasa Sovxet spy 1! a tedefal grand ]ury
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) ;d: Mcﬁdale ' back reported
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_mv Balnmore mdlcts him today, accordmg to vnre

b on Mr. Barnett’s behalf by a rather impressive group of .

i+ He 'refused:.to rule.out:the: possxbxhty t.hat a:

:héd 'no impact-because Barnett's application, accord-
‘ing to committee staff director William G. Miller; was<

3

7 and the other with the Intelligence Ovemght Board, a

.. tration to hear. auegatmns o! wronOdomg by mtellxg—
<If Mondale: did -write on his - behalf,,the letter : ence agencies. :
would have been sent to the committee at a time when
Barnett was on:the payroll of the-KGB, the super--
secret Soviet intelligence agency,:which. reportedly -~
. officials are- more. skeptxcal of Bamett‘s i.mportant to’

o federal taw enforcement officials confronted. him.

the CIA is'not-anxious to prosecute Barnett: because it|

fj.j"" ¥y Barnett#left:the-.CIA <in 1970 ‘to. start: mow
mtelligencerelated -concern, * but:did part-time ‘con-

:~latter penod that he- came: under snsmcion,"'w Ay

'_ continued for:the past two years. i e
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2 *We know, that a number of lettérs were wntten

‘political friends:of his but so far at least we have not

federal law: enforcement official said.:.

Mondale letter may. have been removed or othervnse
disappeared from the Senate committee’s. files...».:-:
.- Evenif it does or did exist however, it apparently

“filed along with hundreds ‘of others and he’ was never
seriously- considered for employment.”” e v
+4 ‘The: Justice: Department - also - was. saxd “to. be
investigating: reports that Barnett used his polmcal
i unsuccasful effort to land two other
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. One was vnth the ’Heuse Intelhaence Committee
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three-member panel created during the Ford adminis-
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i Several’ Justlce Department ofﬂmals beheve the
detection . of;Barnett’s activities .mark ‘the- deepest:
confirmed penetration by the KGB of the CIA. Other

the Russians." R
~The. New York 'I‘imes reported yesterday that .
_Bamett admmed his association with the KGB when

- : But other: 'sources told the Herald Examiner.that|

! is”believedthe’ can-be: “turned around™'to-become-a

double -agent.under- the- agency’s control” Presumably

"Barnett-has:learned: ‘something about KGB .operations
.“that could-be -helpful,” this' source -explained. %1 % ;.

" tract work:for:the agency in-1978-and>1979: Officials:
: - familiar with the. investigation said it-was during: tms
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A Aer"BP investxgatxoxi reportediy’ was.launchei‘lﬂ”

: + early 1978 i=2about six months. after., Barne!t-m

. applied~ {or"the ‘House - mtelhvence ‘committee - and‘
- Intelligencé**Oversight . Board: posmons,e- and: has‘
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